Lifestyle › Travel

Ikos Olivia, Gerakini - hotel review
An all exclusive resort which oozes luxury and prides itself on the best service, Ikos
Olivia is a rare ﬁnd
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Taking inspiration from luxury Caribbean resorts, Ikos
reinvents and elevates the all-inclusive holiday to a 5*
standard with an emphasis on quality and choice with no
hidden costs. Something they like to term the 'Inﬁnite
Lifestyle' concept.
Where is it? Between the Kassandra and Sithonia peninsulas of
Halkidiki. The drive from the airport takes just 45 - 60 minutes.
Sister hotel Ikos Oceania is closer again to Thessaloniki airport,
approximately 30 minutes.
Style: Having only opened in 2015, the hotel still feels very fresh
and clean. The style is sleek, contemporary and understated.
Fitting with the beach resort feel the colour palate – whites, blues
and beiges – has a gently nautical feel.
Facilities: The immaculate 450m long sandy beach is the perfect
place to set up camp for the day (though reserving sunbeds is
prohibited). The accommodating staﬀ, known as ‘beach buddies’
are on hand to help and nice little extra touches, like cleaning
down sandy sunbeds when guests are in the sea, go a long way.
There’s even a ‘babewatch service’ where staﬀ will look after the
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little ones while parents
enjoy some alone-time.
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There are also three outdoor pools to choose from (one with a
swim-up bar). The Ikos Spa by Anne Semonin has treatment rooms,
an indoor/outdoor heated pool, steam bath, ﬁtness studio and
hairdressers. There are also some shops on site selling things such
as beach accessories, clothes and footwear.
Extra curricular: The water sport station is located on the beach
and oﬀers complimentary non-motorised watersports such as
pedalos, paddle boards, kayaks and windsurﬁng for non-beginners.
Motorised watersports are also available. There is a range of ﬁtness
activities and classes including volleyball, water polo, zumba,
dance aerobics and beach stretching.
The full entertainment programme changes weekly but guests can
expect to ﬁnd theatre shows, live music, concerts, sunset DJs,
themed nights and even beach parties. And the Hero Crèche and
Kids Club will keep the little ones entertained.
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Food & Drink: There are ﬁve restaurants and six bars on site, all of
which are included in the cost of your stay. The choices are vast
and the standards are high. Michelin star chefs have designed the
menus, which are executed brilliantly, and highly skilled
mixologists have created the drinks lists. The restaurants vary in
theme so guests can rotate between the international buﬀet
restaurant and the Greek, French, Asian and Italian options. Of
course it depends on personal taste but the star of the show is
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perhaps Fusco which is set in one of the resort’s most romantic
spots.
During the day beach/pool waiters and waitresses will bring
snacks, fruits and drinks direct to your sunbed and 24 hour room
service is also complimentary. Unusually, there is also a ‘Dine Out’
option which encourages guests to sample local cuisine by visiting
one the local restaurants carefully selected by the hotel at no
additional cost.

READ MORE
Things to do in Helsinki: where to stay, eat and explore
Crete: why Greece’s largest island is a healthy holiday destination
Pulitzer Amsterdam- hotel review

Which room? The resort has 142 bedrooms and junior suites and
149 private bungalows. Guests can choose from an amazing 21
types of room so there’s something for everyone’s needs and
budget. Bungalows are a great choice for something more private.
A two-bedroom bungalow suite on the beachfront is set in a prime
location and ideal for families.
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The Deluxe Collection is the most exclusive category. Not only are
the rooms the most luxurious, boasting a bottle of champagne on
arrival and luxury toiletries, but they come with a host of
additional beneﬁts such as a dedicated manager providing
concierge services and premium facilities including a private
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beach, pool and bar. Plus, Deluxe guests can enjoy a
complimentary candle-lit dinner on the beach during their stay – a
truly magniﬁcent experience.
Best for: There really is something for everyone here; families
with toddlers or teens, couples, friends…
Any downsides? You won’t want to leave.
Price: Oﬀers for families with multiple children.
Book: ikosresorts.com or call +30 23714 40000.
Follow Amira Hashish on Twitter @amiranews and
Instagram @thedesigneditor
More about: | Ikos Olivia | Greece | Travel | Halkidiki
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